
Dear Colleague, 

We are writing to let you know of an important community workshop, “Science Planning for the OOI 
Regional Scale Node at Axial Seamount”, to be held Oct 5-7 in Seattle. There have been many 
developments since the science community last gathered to discuss plans for the cabled observatory on 
the Juan de Fuca ridge. This is your opportunity to learn about the research opportunities of OOI-RSN 
and provide ideas for how to maximize the scientific return on this important investment in research 
infrastructure. The workshop is sponsored by NSF and NOAA/PMEL, with additional support from the 
RSN Implementing Organization (IO) at the University of Washington. 

Our goals for this workshop are to inform, involve, and prepare the scientific community for the RSN. 
Discussion themes will include: 

 Interdisciplinary science background and future opportunities at Axial Seamount 

 RSN sensor network design and installation timeline 

 Optimization of sensor locations and experiments 

 Cyber-infrastructure: how to access and use RSN data 

 RSN data products and displays for interdisciplinary science and outreach 

 Event response in the cabled observatory context 

 Role of non-cabled science 

 Interaction of RSN with other regional and global programs 

Across all of these subjects, we are seeking a community-wide dialog between the RSN Implementing 
Organizations, Cyber-Infrastructure, funding agencies, and a broad representation of scientists to 
discuss how we can best prepare to produce transformative, interdisciplinary science. This is your 
chance both to learn and to let your voice be heard. 

We are seeking broad representation from the scientific community, but must limit the number of 
participants to 50 scientists. Partial travel support will be provided if applications are received by the 
August 26 deadline. All participants must apply and submit a Letter of Interest (limited to one page) 
describing their ideas for the science they would like to do at the Axial RSN and how they will contribute 
to the workshop.  Your ideas are important and additional written comments on any of the discussion 
themes above are also encouraged. Involvement of young scientists, post-docs, and senior graduate 
students is important to OOI and we encourage those groups to apply. Application details are on the 
web site https://sites.google.com/site/axialrsnscienceworkshop/. We need your ideas and active 
participation to make the workshop and RSN a success.  

Sincerely, 

The organizing committee 

David Butterfield, University of Washington and NOAA/PMEL 
William Chadwick, Oregon State University and NOAA/PMEL 
Julie Huber, Marine Biological Laboratory 
William Wilcock, University of Washington 
Russell Pate, NOAA 

https://sites.google.com/site/axialrsnscienceworkshop/

